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Minutes

Monday, September 11th, 2023 
Zoom Virtual Meeting Information
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88174505035?pwd=YjJ0SjcvM25naWoyekdvU3JRK3dHUT09
Meeting ID: 881 7450 5035   Passcode: 111592
or Many Rivers Whole Health @ 915 1st Ave South, Great Falls, 4th Floor Boardroom
1:30-3:00pm

								Return to: Linda Daggett, 415 6th Ave. S.  Great Falls, MT 59405

Members Present     Jennifer Whitfield, Ginny Carnes, Shawn Matsko, Georgia Hansen, Randy Lynes, Cassidy Blomgren (by Zoom), Commissioner Rae Grulkowski (by Zoom), Linda Daggett, Greg Tilton, Phoebe Marcinek, (by Zoom)

Guests Present   Martin NoRunner – Executive Director Habitat for Humanity


Public Comment 	There was no public comment.							

Minutes from August 2023	The August 7th Minutes were approved with some minor changes.


Finance Report from August 2023	Jennifer reported that the Finance Report is unavailable and hopefully will be ready for the next meeting

New Business	
Lifestyles Montana Magazine Articles	Greg and Randy reported:
· An article on National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI) is planned with deadline of September 19th.  
· An article on the LACs will be the next one published.  Jen sent in information about LAC’s and is waiting to hear back so it can be finalized.

Continued Business	
Strategic Plan 	Jennifer:  This is a work in progress and the group refers to it when discussing projects.   
	
Work Group Update   Randy/Ginny/Greg
· All the positions on the Council are filled currently.  Martin NoRunner was welcomed as a guest and encouraged to participate.  
· The focus of the Work Group now is on additional membership and member participation.
· Ginny suggested inviting Jim Haney of PEER Support Network to join us on Zoom and will follow up with that.  
· Jen will be attending the Montana Crisis Summit in Bozeman in early October to learn more about how our state is addressing crisis and other options available to making it sustainable.  Additionally, she shared information regarding HB 872 and the subcommittee workgroup updates. 
			
Website/Facebook    	Jennifer reported that she and Ginny haven’t gained control for the page yet, but are 	planning to meet.  

Representative Reports

North Central MT – Crisis Intervention Collaborative (NCMT-CIC)	   Cassidy reported: The Collaborative had a great intercept mapping session to determine resources and gaps. It had good representation for groups, 	and they determined priorities and a plan. 
Mobile Response Team	 
· Cassidy went over the MRT monthly report as emailed. Calls are down a bit at 22 individuals, not due to fewer people, but decreased calls.  Only 4 of the 22 went to the ER.  
· They are re-educating the police with crisis intervention training.  
· Ginny asked if a group home could call MRT for support.  Cassidy is still going through the Medicaid rules to see if that is allowable. 					

Mental Health Court   They are having trouble getting people engaged in the process and building up a solid caseload of individuals utilizing MH Court as an option.  

Central Service Area Authority (CSAA)  Jennifer reported:  
· The SAA Summit is in 3 weeks at Lewistown.  A solution-focused Governor’s panel will be there to field questions.
· At the Summit, specific items to be addressed are: improved delivery of services to youth and LACs recruitment, retention, invigoration.
· Jennifer now has the CSAA form, and will be submitting, the $2,200 mini-grant application for funding from CSAA.  The Council approved her to do this. 
      
     MT Peer Network    Ginny reported:
· Ginny attended the recent annual conference.
· The Network is looking for State reimbursement for Family Peer Support.
· Beth Ayers is the State Supervisor now and there is a larger staff including Indigenous support.

     Behavioral Health Advisory Council (BHAC)   The last meeting was cancelled.  


     Healthy Lives/Vibrant Futures	No report.  Next meeting is October 18th.


     National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)	  Randy reported:
· The Family to Family class is the 13th.  
· NAMI is participating in the Airman Appreciation week at Malmstrom this weekend and providing a table for an event in Shelby.  
· Connections, a local Peer-led support group meets at the Columbus Center, 4:00, first Tuesday of the month.  
· The NAMI Walk is Sunday in Helena.


     North Central Independent Living Service (NCILS)/Library/Provider Project    No report.  


Community Reports/Announcements from Board Members	

Phoebe Marcinek   The County Attorney’s office is seeing a flood of commitments to the Montana State Hospital.  The hospital is a month behind in admits.  The County has levied funds and Rae commented that she did not address that at the last budget meeting but will do so soon.  

Martin NoRunner   Habitat for Humanity has completed 44 homes in Great Falls.  They are working with Neighbor Works for new land for building.  There is more focus on housing rehab and sustainability with proven interventions.  

Ginny Carnes   She will be attending the conference for National Association of Peer Supporters.  Jim Haney is working on getting a State Association together as well.  

Georgia Hansen    She is finding that clients have lost rental housing because landlords are selling, and rents are increasing as a result.  

Jennifer Whitfield   Many Rivers Whole Health is providing a Wellness Day of Celebration for staff.  They are participating in the  Veterans Stand-Down October 19th as well as Airman Appreciation Week, Voices of Hope Golf Tournament, the World of Work and a Havre Ribbon Cutting.

Greg Tilton   Otter AI may be something the Council can use to take meeting notes.  As part of our Strategic Plan, he is concerned about those needing help finding providers and looking into an innovative approach to listing the providers.  			

Adjourn    The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 by Jennifer Whitfield, Chair.  Next meeting October 2nd, 2023 at 1:30-3:00PM via MRWH Boardroom and Zoom.



___________________________________________________________					___________________________ 
Jennifer Whitfield, Chair								Date
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